WHAT ACTS OF WAR ARE JUSTIFIABLE ?          IJ
countries, but they cannot deny that they have
deliberately shot down women and children in the
quiet English streets, because thousands have seen
them do it. The 'chivalry' of the German 'knights
of the air' has been stressed by the Nazis, but if this
is a type of 'chivalry5 then, fortunately, the civilized
world does not recognize it as such.
Concerning the bombardment of London the
Nazis have given two contradictory explanations.
The first is that the bombardment is directed
against military objectives. If this is true, then the
aim of the Nazi pilots has been singularly inaccurate.
In the last war bombing, especially at night, had to
be more or less haphazard, so that it was difficult to
hit a precise target, but to-day it requires more than
lack of skill to hit the residential district of Hamp-
stead when aiming at the London docks. This
explanation has, moreover, been belied by the
Nazi pilots themselves. In a series of broadcasts
they have described their attacks on London.
They spoke with considerable exaggeration of the
destruction of military objectives, but their real
enthusiasm was reserved for the description of
how the homes of the people had been destroyed.
Thus one pilot described his joy when he saw a
block of flats crumble under the explosions of his
bombs.
The second explanation given by the Nazis is that
these raids are a reprisal for the alleged British
attacks on German civilians. This explanation, in
flat contradiction to the first, recognizes that these
bombing attacks are directed against the civilian
population, and that they are therefore a breach of